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the new Williston, he will be indeed using the language of the courts.
Louisville, Kentucky D. Paul Alagia, Jr.
Member of Kentucky, Maryland
and District of Columbia Bars.
WormiNG wrm Tm REvENm CoDE-1957. Edited by James J. Mahon,
Jr., C.P.A. American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 270
Madison Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. Pp. xxvi, 192. Cloth binding,
$3.00; paper, $2.25. 1957.
The editor in his introduction gives the purpose of this work in the
following words:
'Working with the Revenue Code-1957' is the latest ex-
panded, up-to-date version of the annual collection published by the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants ... based on all
'Tax Clinic' material published since July 1954. ... To increase the
book's usefulness as a reference, the material has been arranged in
Code order. Every item appears under the Code section number to
which it principally relates.
Tax Clinic is the publication of the Association and contains sug-
gestions from accountants from all parts of the United States.
Valuable suggestions are given as to possible methods to be pursued
under the various sections of the Code whereby it may be possible to
keep a client's tax at the minimum figure; that following certain pro-
cedures in accounting, taxes may be decreased. Where a choice of
two or more methods is allowed the taxpayer, a careful analysis is
given. This can be found, for instance, under Section 174, where two
methods are given for deducting research and development costs,
deducting the expenditures as they are incurred or as deferred ex-
penses which are to be amortized over a period of not less than sixty
months. To take another example, Section 164 (b) (5) of the Code
provides that "taxes assessed against local benefits of a kind tending to
increase the value of the property assessed" are not deductible. It is
pointed out by an accountant that the statute provides now for two
exceptions: one, that any part of the tax that can be shown to be
"property allocable to maintenance or interest charges" of the taxing
unit may be deducted and, two, that a deduction of special assessments
may be made if the taxing district covers at least one county with a
population of 1,000 persons subject to the levy and the assessments
are annually made at a uniform rate and based on the assessed value
of real property.
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There is a very helpful discussion as to who can qualify as de-
pendents of the taxpayer. An interesting case is given where a father
supports his daughter all the year long, and gives her away in mar-
riage in December. He is prevented from claiming a deduction for
her support by the fact that she signed and filed a joint tax return
with her husband. The father was, however, entitled to deduct the
medical expenses he had paid since under Section 213 (a) "medical
expenses paid for a dependent are deductible even though an exemp-
tion may not be claimed for the dependent."
The editor of Working with the Revenue Code has devoted
many pages to corporate distributions. It is here that an accountant
finds his work laid out for him. Varied and complicated as well are
the problems that arise under this chapter. Many of the problems are
such that much tax money may be saved a client if the right course is
taken. Nearly ten pages of the text are devoted to loss carry-overs, and
nearly as many to deferred compensation.
In making a settlement with the tax authorities over a doubtful
claim, our editor reaches the conclusion that "In any event, a more
favorable settlement climate appears to be in the Tax Court and not
in the pre-docketed stage before the Appellate Division."
The tax lawyer who is constantly working with the 1954 Code is
certain to gain much from this summary of the conclusions and opin-
ions of the men who do the figuring on tax returns.
W. Lewis Roberts
University of Kentucky
College of Law
ThE PowER EL=rE. By C. Wright Mills. New York: Oxford 1956.*
This is an exhilirating book that deals with fundamental problems.
Its orotund style carries the reader from one crescendo to the next.
Though its themes are familiar, one is challenged to fresh thinking.
The two chapters on the "social elite", for example, will become
standard college assignments.
This is also an exasperating book. Whether or not its conclusions
are valid, they cannot be derived from the data offered. The few bits
of new data are handled incautiously. Language is used as a banner,
* The scope of this review encompasses much more than a mere summariza-
tion of the contents of Mills' book. The authors challenge many of the statements
and conclusions of Mills and build, around the discussion of the book a general
analysis of the problem of power. Citations to pages of the book have been made
in the text to minimize footnotes.-Ed.
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